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Blackout: A New 65 
Virus 


We’ye been sent' a 
sample of a 'Blackout*' virus 
that infects the boot block of 
slot 5 Smartport disks on a 
iigs (obviously, this is usually 
a 3.5 inch disk) This is 
similar to Load Runner in that 
it installs itself in memory and 
also tries to copy itself to 
other disks booted from slot 
5. It evidences itself by 
modifying your Control Panel 
settings to make the screen 
go black, turning the sound 
level to zero, and setting the 
boot device to RAM disk, 
which may make you think 
your system died an unnatural 
death. 

There's no reason to 
panic; you can use the 
Control-Option-Reset cycle to 
reset your Control Panel 
settings (type 

Control-Option-Reset, and 
then type “2” after a moment; 


you'll have to do this “blind" 
since the screen won't be 
reset until you've entered 
“2"). Then you have the 
lovely chore of setting and 
purging the virus from the 
boot blocks of any infected 
disks. It's no biggie, really; 
just the standard “why do 
these nimrods keep doing 
this?" irritation. 

We'll try to have a 
program to check for this 
virus up shortly. 
A2-CENTRAL (Dennis Dorns] 

Editor's Note: tt is a general 
WAUG policy not to copy 
articles in entirety from 
A2-Central However, they do 
mention we can do this on 
occasion, and this is the first. 

Photonix 1.46 will identify and 
correct Blackout automatically 
if the little happy face is on. 



WEDNESDAY, 
OCTOBER, 3 


SEE DIRECTIONS ON PAGE 4 


Feature Presentation: 
Genealogy and Family Trees 

Our October meeting will feature 
a presentation by Mike Pfaiffer 
on using an Apple 11 for 
genealogy and making family 
trees. 

Special Interest Groups 

Games SIG- 

This month's Game S16 will be 
featuring Gauntlet. Bring a new 
game along and give a demo 
yourself! 

Hope you can make it! 

AppleWorks SIG- 

Tom Howard will be 
showing his turbo-charged copy 
of AppleWorks 3.0 which 
includes many of the Timeout 
Accessories. Come and share 
your tips and learn some new 
ones,too! 


Ingenuity, Inc. 

In the September issue of WAUG News, we stated that 
Ingenuity Inc, of Baldwin Par1(, had filed for Chaper 11. Since, 
we've been infromed that the company was open on Friday 
August 3rd, and then on the 6th. when inCider/A+'s advertising 
folks went to visit for their holiday season ads, there was 
nothing. Rita Rivard with lnCider/A+ has informed us that 
they've charged $10Q,00Qs and just 'disappeared.' _ 
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A Letter From the President 

As we enter our seventh year of the Apple user's group and the last decade of this 
century it is time to reflect upon the future of the Apple II. Many people have, especially 
during the last few years, wondered where Apple is headed in terms of support for the II 
line. Many times have we heard of the imminent death of this line in the Apple family. 
We have been told that it is old technolo^, too expensive compared to what is available 
in the market today, and that 3rd party developers are slowly leaving the Apple behind. 
Despite the many cries that the Apple II is dying, we hear (at last) some word from Apple 
itself that the line will not die. 

John Sculley (Chairman, President and CEO of Apple) has published an open letter 
to Apple II owners in the October issue of Incider/A+. In this letter he states "We value 
the Apple II product family as an asset, which we will continue to nourish". Much of the 
letter extols the loyalty and passion that the II lineJ>wners have for their machines and 
how Apple would not dream of abandoning us. 

I have been only somewhat reassured by this letter. If one reads between the lines 
of Sculley's "commitments" to us I begin to fear for the longevity of the II even more, for 
more insidious reasons. Despite pledging commitment and "substantially increased" 
funds to the product development of the line I see no new significant product 
developments for the II. The only major product announcement for the II line is a product 
which I truly fear signals the loss of the II line. 

Apple has announced the development of an entry level Macintosh which will have 
"emulation capabilities so the two product lines continue to work together". What this 
product announcement means to me is that there is too strong of a owner base 
(especially in education) to discontinue the II line directly in one bold stroke. The 
consequences of this would be to alienate a very large potential, and currently loyal, 
market. Instead we will be "seduced" into the Macintosh line by allowing us to keep our 
II software and hardware. Eventually we will begin to see the "errors of our ways" and 
realize that the "true" future of Apple is with the Macintosh, not by force, but by 
subtlety. 

Don't get me wrong. I'm not knocking the Macintosh. I believe that the Mac is a 
very good machine, and that there IS a seductive logic in having an Apple II and 
Macintosh both in one machine. But I know that once people own this "bridge" machine it 
is very unlikely that they will buy II hardware or software again, despite their loyalty. 

I know that once this Mac/Apple II product is shipped that it will be only a 
question of time before the II line will fade. That this was going to happen I believe many 
II owners knew was inevitable. However, what this product will also do is delay the final 
death of the II line for sometime. Until current II owners own enough Mac software and 
buy some of the new Apple II hardware (which can be used on the Macs) we will remain 
loyal to the II. So this reassurance from Apple does give me some relief but, at the same 
time, leaves me little doubt as to the "true" intentions of Apple. 

Next month I will speak of ways in which we can continue to take advantage of the 
"very loyal and passionate group" that we are, to offer us some hope for the future. 


Gord Favelle 
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With thanks to Apple B.C. News md 

Vapourware 
Murphy SewalJ 

From August 1990 Apple Pulp 
H.U.6.E. Apple Club {£. Hartford) News Letter 
S 15/year U.S. - $18/year Canadian 
P.O. Box 18027 
East Hartford, CT 06118 
Call the 'Bit Bucket'(203) 569-8739 
Permission granted to copy with the above 
citation 

Jeff Browaty, mvestigative reporter and 
anyone else who helped. 

- John Sculley has announced that there will 
be a 'Macintosh/Apple ir released within the 
next year. He's confirmed this on the July 
1990 User Group Connection Video and the 
October lnCider/A+. Dealers in Europe were 
unofficially rumored as telling customers 
interested in the Apple ii that early in the new 
year you could do it on the Mac. 

- HyperCard 6S was shown off at the 
A2-Central Developer's Conference after 
Apple had attendees to certain sessions sign 
a non-disclosure contract. Details are slim, 
but it is official Apple is working on it. It will 
have colour and the ability to import MAC 
stacks, but it is slow and some people were 
saying that HyperStudio is for users and 
HyperCard 6S is for programmers... i always 
thought the idea of Mac's HyperCard was that 
it would make programmers of 
non-programmers. 

- The Apple IIGS has disappeared from 
German Apple dealers price lists 


- Apple's reacquiring of Claris, makers of 
AppleWorks 3.0, will mean that Claris will not 
develop programs for Windows 3.0 and 
Presentation Manager as aggressively as it 
might have done. Claris will develop 
software for Windows and other platforms 
only insofar as it helps link Macintoshes to 
other environments. - PC Week 2 July and 
InfoWorld 2 and 9 July 

- Asian developers have finally succeeded in 
reverse engineering legitimate clones for 
Macintosh ROMs. Rumor has it that Apple may 
participate in a licensing agreement to mass 
market Mac Plus level computers of Far 
Eastern manufacture. -PC Week 9 July 

- Look for GS printer drivers for the 
Hewlett-Packard DeskJet, Deskwriter and 
LaserJet. -AppleFiesta via CompuServe 

- Want low-cost 3.5' inch disks? How's 
$.49? Try Computer Clinic at 310 Notre 
Dame on a Saturday between 11 AM and 2 PM. 

- Apple has scheduled a press conference 
this month, probably to announce HyperCard 
ligs. Apple insiders have been using an HFS 
(Macintosh File Format) FST (File System 
Translator) on the ligs for more than a year. 
Now that it's starting to be shown to a few 
outsiders, maybe it will be included with the 
anticipated new operating System 6.0. 

- When I spoke with Broderbund this summer, 
they hinted that The Print Shop Companion GS 
was coming soon. This rumor was confirmed 
with it being in the Fall 1990 Educational 
Resources Catalogue. It appears on page 69, 
and is $41.95 Canadian from them. Look 
forward to daily, weekly, monthly and yearly 
calendars, envelope maker, and a full color 
graphic editor. 


For Sale: Apple llGS with 1 1/4 meg of ram, RGB Monitor, 3 
1/2 & 5 1/4 disk drives, Gravis Joystick, mouse, keyboard and 
120 GS disks. $1700 Panasonic Printer and card $200. 
William De La Cruz 632-1913 
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Christmas is Coming... 

Now that fall Is officially here, we are gearing up for our annual Christmas Party at a 
community centre, this December. Our traditional wheeling and dealing Swap & Shop tables, dealer 
set-ups, and door-prizes will be back along with the refreshment tables. Good times are always had 
by all and great deals are always made. Mark it on your calendar today, and bring a friend. 
(December 5th.) 

The Christmas party will again be at Bronx Community Centre at 131 Chelsea Place. (The community 
centre with Yogi Bear on it facing Henderson Highway.) 

Membership Directory 

Our Executive is proud to announce that we are currently in the process of compiling a 
membership directory. Michael Coyne is going to be putting this publication together, so if you have 
anything to ad to this publication, bring it to any meeting, E-Mail it to him on the Apple Box or call 
Mike at 667-4150. If you wish to FAX something to us, give me a shout at 663-4157 and we'll 
work out the arrangements. 

- Jeff 



JEERS TO: 

Ingenuity . One of the selling points of their InnerDrives and OverDrives has been the compatibility 
of the hard drives with DOS 3.3. Trouble is the software they included with the drive (Dos.Master 
by Glen Bredon) was missing a key file, FUD, so it never worked. Nowingenuity released 
its own software to partition part of the hard drive for DOS 3.3. Trouble is, they’re selling it! 
Granted the fee is small, the principle is the same. If they advertise their drive to be able to run 
DOS 3.3 it should be able to do so without extra or hidden charges. Their drives are great, but 
users don't need this kind of aggravation. 

(Editor's noto: Sinco two of the Executive have ingenuity drives, and hgenuity is now gone, we 
will try to support our menders as Pest as possUile. Since you can no longer purchase the 
program, the Executive will distribute copies.) 

Note: WAU6 does not and will never support software piracy! 

Central Point Software . Charging $20 (U.S.) for an upgrade of Copy li Plus when the nfiail order 
price, with full documentation, is around $24 (U.S.) is inexcusable. 


See CHEERS Page 5 
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Cheers to... 

America-On-Line . This service has 
improved tremendously over the last year 
and seems to have the ear or its customers. 
If one should run into a tricky problem, as I 
did recently when I was trying to convert and 
display Apple ilGS pic files on a Mac, answers 
are quickly posted (by the next day in my 
case.) 

Roger Waqner Publishing . For making an 
almost-fully working version of HyperStudio 
available to User's Groups to distribute free 
to members. Some advanced features are 
disabled, as well as the 'Save' function, 
otherwise users have a powerful test version 
of a great product. Contrast this to the test 
version of Nexus which only allows you to 
sample pre-created files by Nexus. All 
functions which would allow one to actually 
try the product's creativity have been 
disabled. 


The Apple-Box 

WAUG's BBS is looking better than ever! Are you looking for a 
quick response to your Apple II problem? Do you want the latest 
in Public Domain and Shareware Software? The New Improved 
Apple-Box BBS is for YOU! 300/1200/2400 Baud/24 hours. 

224-0683 

Don’t have a modem? Why not try Dandam Software, 

(800) 265-9576 in Windor? The SupraModem which is rated 
highly by all the computer publications is only $125 Canadian! 
(U.S. Mail-Order houses charge $119 US!) Cable for a //c or 
lIGS is $14 with modem. Tell them you’re a WAUG member!!! 


muM 

W.A.U.G. is sad to announce that our 
treasurer, John Allen, has been forced to 
resign his position due to extended teaching 
commitments. Our books have been taken 
well care of and John has made great 
presentations to the executive on our 
financial status, helping us to better plan 
future WAUG expenditures. 

The Executive would like to pass on a 
great deal of thanks from all members. 

Best wishes in the future! 


Would you like to see the users' group 
run differently? Do you have ideas on 
improving the users' group, new sigs. 
special guest speakers, or increasing the 
membership? Well now is the time to 
help out the group and join the 
executive. Your executive needs you! 
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news' 


OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF: 

Winnipeg Appie Users'Group, P.O. Box i798, 
Winnipeg, MB., R3C3R1 
Any article may be reprinted by computer 
ch/bs if you give us af^ropriate credit. 

DIRECTORS OF W.A.U.G. 

^resident: Gord Favelle.222-5436 

Past-President; Gord Richards.668-4804 

Vice-President; Jeff Browaty.663-4157 

Treasurer; John Allen.889-3561 

Secretary; Del Stonehouse..668-4231 


director; Malcolm Brown.889-3561 

Director; Tom Howard.224-3430 

Director; Jalk Walker.667-1777 

Director; Brian Stonehouse.668-4231 

b.0.M. and Librarian.Eric Brennan 


MEMBERSHIP; Annual dues are $20 for an 
individual membership and $25 for a family 
membership. There is a one-time $5 
Initiation fee for new members. Membership 
application forms are available at any meeting 
or by calling the secretary. 

For advertising information, call Jeff at 663-4157 


BBS: The WAUG BBS operates 24 hours a 
day and is limited to use by members of the 
group. SYSOP: Gord Favelle; Assisting; 
Brian Stonehouse and Jeff Browaty 

_ 

WAUG News is a production of the Winnipeg 
Appie Users* Group with special thanks to 







Next Meeting: 

Wednesday, October 3, 1990 
7:30 

The meeting will be held in the 
6reen or Orange Lecture 
Theatres, basement level of 

Red River Community College 

north of library and close to the 
cafeteria. Park in parking lot on 
south side of Red River College, 
east of bus loop and go in main 
entrance. 


























